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TABLE I

The Astronomical Canon

The Canon, reproduced here after C, Wachsmuth, Einleitung in das Studium
der Alten Geschichte (1895), 305, has been preserved in astronomical manuscripts
which generally continue the list up to the time of the scribe, e.g. until Ap g11.
The Canon was established by astronomers of Alexandria as a chronological
basis for their computations. It goes back to the Babylonian king Nabonassar
since the continuous astronomical observations began under his reign. The
astronomers of Alexandria, who used the Egyptian mobile year, reduced the
dates of their sources to the same reckoning. For instance, Nabopolossar died
on 8 Abu of his 21 regnal year, that is on 15 August 605. But the Canon ends
his reign at the date of the last day of the Egyptian year 6os/4, that is on
20 January 6o4. The names of Babylonian kings became corrupted in Greek
translation and transmission, According to Babylonian documents they are as
follows:

Nabonassar

Nabunadinzri

Ukinzir and Pulu (=Tiglathpileser 111; ¢f. 1T Kings 15, 19)

Ululas=Shalmaneser IV

Mardukbaliddin

Arkeanos=Sargon II

‘Kingless’, that is the period of local pretenders, Mardukzakirshum and
Mardukbaliddin, whose legitimacy was denied by the Babylonian author of
the hst

Belibni

Ashurnadinshum

Nergalushezib

Mushezib Marduk

‘Kingless’ (from the destruction of Babylon by Sennacherib to the restoration
by Esarhaddon)

Esarhaddon

Shamashshumkin

Kandalanu= Ashurbanipal
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Nabopolossar
Nebuchadrezzar
Amel-marduk (Evil- Merodach)
Neriglissar
Nabonidus

Bagihéwr érn aywyt) émovy
Nofovacadpov 8 8 27 Feb. 747—22 Feb. 713
Nadiov B ¢ 23 Feb. 733—21 Feb. 731
Xiwv{fpos xal Ildpov € «xa 22 Feb. 731—20 Feb. 726
*Tovdaiov € ks 21 Feb. 726—19 Feb. 721
Mapdoxepmddov 8 An 20 Feb. 721—16 Feb. 709
*Apkeavoi € py 17 Feb. 709—14 Feb. 704
dfaciievra B we 15 Feb. 704—14 Feb. 702
BidiBov y wn 15 Feb. 702—13 Feb. 699
*Amapavadiov § v 14 Feb. 699—12 Feb. 693
*Pryefinouv o ve 13 Feb., 693—11 Feb. 692
Meonoyropddxov 8 v@ 12 Feb. 602—10 Feb. 638
afuoidevra n éf{ 11 Feb. 683~ 8 Feb. 680
’Acapadivov o o Feb. 680— 5 Feb. 667
Zaoadouyivou kK p 6 Feb, 667—31 Jan. 647
Komdaddvov kB pxfl 1 Feb. 647—26 Jan. 625
Naflomodacadpov wa ppy 27 Jan. 625—20 Jan. Gog4
Nafloxodaoadpou wy pms 21 Jan. 6o4—10 Jan. 561
*IMoapovddpov B pmwn 11 Jan. s61— 9 Jan. 559
Nnpiyagodaaadpou 8 pPB 10 Jan. s550— 8 Jan. 555
NaBovadiov o af 9 Jan. s55— 4 Jan. 538

Iepadv Baaihets
Kipov 8 om 5 Jan. 38— 2 Jan. s29
Kapgiaou n  oxy 3 Jan. s20—31 Dec. s22
Aapeiov mpdrov As off 1 Jan. s2r—z2z Dec. 486
Hépfov ke omy 23 Dec. 486—16 Dec. 465
*Aprafépfov mpdirov pa T8 17 Dec. 465— 8 Dec. 424
dapelov devrépov t8 Tuy 7 Dec. 424— 1 Dec. 405
*Apraéépéov devrépovr  us w8 2 Dec. 405—20 Nov. 350
"$2x0v xa e 21 Nov. 350—15 Nov. 338
*Apwyoi B wpf 16 Nov.338—14 Nov. 336
dapelov rpirov 8 ws 15 Nov. 3136—13 Nov. 332
*Adefdvdpov MaxeSdvos n  wved 14 Nov. 332—11 Nov. 324
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Baairels Mareddvewy

PuAimmrov Tob per’
*AAXé€avBpov Tov

krioTny { vAe { 12 Nov. j24— 9 Nov. 317
*AAefdvdpov érdpov 8 vuy 10 Nov. 317— 6 Nov. 305
HroAepaiov Adyou k vly Af 7 Nov. 30§— 1 Nov. 285
Duradédpov A da  of 2 Nov, 285—23 Oct. 247
Ebepyérov ke ¢rs pf 24 Oct. 247—17 Oct. 222
Dudomdropos & Juy p@ 18 Oct. 222--12 Oct. 205
*Emddrovs k8 PEL ppy 13 Oct. 205— 6 Oct. 180
DudopriTopos Ae xB  poyp 7 Oct. 180—28 Sept. 146
Ebepyérov Sevrépov x0 xAo ol 29 Sept. 146—20 Sept. 117
Zwripos As x€L opy 21 Sept. 1r7—ix Sept. 81
Arovigov véov xG ng agof 12 Sept. 81— 4 Sept. 52

Kleondrpas kB iy 0P8 5 Sept. s2—30 Aug. 30






